Diagnostic fetal blood sampling for the haemoglobinopathies--10-year experience.
The development of methods for fetal blood sampling in the second trimester of pregnancy offers the possibility of fetal diagnosis for couples at risk for having children with a haemoglobinopathy. We review the evolution of 10 years' experience of fetal blood sampling for 681 patients. The obstetric risk associated with the procedure has fallen from an initial 15% (in the first 87 pregnancies) to about 3%, in parallel with increased experience, improved ultrasound control, identification of the causes of complications and implementation of simple steps to avert them.